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numbered 14 to 20 being the claifns whieh replace the claims: pre^eritiy on file. We also enelose 
a iiiarked up copy illustrating the amendmenls for ease of reference. The anieiidments are 
drafted to leftecl tbe observations made bv tiie Examiner. 

The Examiner is respectfluly requested to reconsider the application in light of the obseiTations 
and claims as now submitted. The iimitation proposed in the amended claims must not be 
eonstrued as abandonn>ent of any sijbject matter thereby excluded; the applicant expressly 
reser\'es the right to file one or more divisional applicatioiis. 

We confirm oui- requ^t for detailed examination and issue of a seGond written Qpinioii if any 
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Response to the Wi itteii Opiiiioii dated 25 Octoiier 2005 

Iiiternattonal Pateiit Applicatioii iSfo PCT/US2004/0409T0 
MeadWestvaeo Corporation 
Mead Docket CP<3 03-26 KF FCT 
Our File PWO051624 

The specification sliould b amended as follows: 
In the descriptioii 

Pages 1 to 2 : eiuipd and replace wi th amended pages i to 2 a ttaGhed hxsreto, 
Wq also file herewith new pages 2a to 2e, 

The description has been amended to bring it into conformity with the claims. 
In the claims- 
Claims 1 to 37: cancel and replace with amended clain^s I to 43 attached hereto;, 
Original claims 1 to 37 arp caiicelled on a withoiit prejudice b^jsis and with specific 
reservation of the right to make the subject matter of the deleted claims or anvof 
them, the subject of a divisional application. 

This is the a^jplicant's response to the Written Opinion dated 25 October 2005 deaiing 
with the pai*agraphs of the Gom mmiication in order : 

Jn Pamgraph iV, the Examiner obj ects to the plurality of independent claims on the 
basis that they do not form a common inventive concept. The apphcant wishes to 
amend claims 1, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 27, 31 and 36. Each of tire amended independent 
claims is now linked by the common inventive concept that a portion of the sleeve 
prevents access to apart of a coinplementary locking mechanisni^^^ Fnrihermore:, the 
Applicant wishes to jnelude new claims 38 to 43 which defines that the package md 
outer sleeve each comprise a part of a compiementaiy loGking nvechainm wherein a 
part of the sleeve prevents access to the complementary locking mechanism. It is 

JMH/JR/RW/ W0iri24_4 
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believed this ametlditient is supported by the deseription and also forins pait of the 
comnion genjerai inventive concept. 

With legard to the Examiner's objection in Paragraph V,2 regarding novelty and 
inventive step, the Applicant beheves that the ameTidmcnts mad in response to the 
Examiner s objections under Paragraph IV now render the Giinrently claimed inventio^^^ 
both novel and inventive. None of the prior art document cited disclose a packiige 
where a portion of the enter sleeve prevents access to the locking mechanism 
preventing removal of the contents from the package, 

in Paragraph the Exaniiner raises a nuniber of fbraxal objections for wlrich the 
Applicant wishes to delay amendments in response to these objections until suph time 
as an aliowable set of elainig ha$ been decided. 

The writer requests tha opportunity of a telephone interview with the Examiner should 
the Examiner fbUowing this response disagrjee that the application carnplies with 
EPC, but feel that a jfiirther Article 96 eontmunication carmot bci issued. Additionally, 
or alt^rnatiyely/, the Representative requests on behalf of the Applicant the opportunity 
of an interview on a face-to-fece basis in Munich, Irurthiarmore, the Bepresentative 
requests on bebalf of the Applicant additionaliy or alternatively to Oral Proceedings 
should be appointed so that the Applicant may have the opportttnity of being teard in 
this matter prior to issue of any mfusai under Article 97 (1) EPC> 



Jf M HEPWQRTH 
HLBBShaw 
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A PACK AGE WITH PILFER PROOF ASSEMBLY 

CROSS-REFERENGE TO RELATED APPUCATJON 

[0001] This appilGation claims priority to GO-pending U;S, Prgvi^ionaJ appiication 
60/528,043, fifed on December 8, 2003. The entire disGlosure of that prior filed application Is 
hereby incorporated i)y reference, 

FIELD OF THE tNVENTIOM 

[0002] The presarit invention relates generafly to the field of prpduGt packaging, and 
in partioular to product containers having an intemaf iocking nieehanisrn and pilfer proof 
assembly. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTfON 

[0Q03j Product packaging serves a number of important functions, inoiuding; 
protecting the packaged prodyct from damage, attractively displaying the packagad product, 
preventing theft or tampering, and providing the purchasing consumer easy post-purchase 
access. In addition, it is desirabia for a package to be as inexpensive as possible to 
manufacture. 

SUIWfVf ARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to a first aspect of the inve ntion there is qrov ided, a product p ackage, co mD ris ina: a 
jjToduct CQntajfier h an exlernai matin g surface ;; and an outer sieeve relaining said ji^roduc^ 
ponlajnsr, s aid outer sleeve. alsg.Jnglu<jj;ri;g,^ § §4d 

extef nal mating surface oj said: producl oontau ier, vvherein a portiox:s of th ^ outei sleev e provide s 
3 b arrier preventing access to the internal opDOsima malin g surface. 

Preferabiv, the e>dernai mating suria a tab and sai d internal opp osmg matino sufface is a 
rec ess. 

*-%ir-^ " m m -m i m m m m,mmt^m ■ 
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PiBfe rably. tlie extigrna! m ating suiiae e is a rec ess and said iot ernai o pposing malino surface is 

Pf eferabiy, the tab resilieni 
F^referafoiv. the ouler sleeve is i^ Sfljent, 

a product co?itainer havincj al least one ext ernal tab , and ^^ resilierrl oute^r siea 
substantiajiy enclo sing said Dr ociyct GDntamer. said r esilient ouler s leevg further inpiuding ai 
least one cgrresDonding tab rectaiyinq face ts matinqiy etigaglnp sa jcl at least one exIeF nal ^ab. 
wherein a partion of the: resilient auter sleeve provides a barrier preventing acces s id the tab 
reGelvinp reoess. 

Aocording to a third as pect of trie invention. Miere is prpvided a groduct p aclKagfe?. comonsino: a 
prGd u ct contai nar having a t tea st o ne reslHent exte rnal tab: and an outer sleev e raiairiind an^ 
sii bstah tially endosinf sajci product contalnef. sai d outer sfeeVe ftirther I nefydlng at ieast one 
cet res PC ■) r>di(i q ta b r ec; e i y in q race niat t n ol;^^tL^jgg5liO£L§Md>,„g^^ .iqna,e Kt6rr ial.. tab ^ wr ler e in a 

Accordinci a feurih aspect of the Ir went lon, .^here is firovlr jed; a produoi: packacia,. cx^niprisin:g:__g. 
aroducl cooiainer havin g at feasLone^^regji^ hf^vinq at ieahst 

one Qpeain g canfigured to e^^ tg slide over said Drgduc t corteiher to r^ 

an d substan i ialiy enclose saicj produotoontame r and having at least ana con es pQnd ingj internal 
recegs matinpiv engaged with said at least one resiiient external tab, wherein a portion of irve 
outer slaBve Drovides a barrier preventhig acces s t o the interna l recess. 

Accor^jin q to a fifth aspect of the in vention there is provided, a produGl pagkaqe. Gdmprislng^a 
c^roduQ t container havinj^ l east one recess in its outer surf aoe: a nd bp outer steeve havm o at 
least on e opening Gonfiqured to enabte said outer sleeve to slide over saM aroduct contain er to 
retain and substantially enolose aaid product coritainer and tiavinjQ at le ast on e cof f esogndiiXj 
r esilient internal tab matinQ lv endag ed w ith said at lea^t one r ecess m the ojtj^ id 
produ ct ^(X^fit ainer, wherein a. portion of the. Quier.sl ee !/iQ-prQVijb^^ ^-.a barrter pi^v^iitrna aco ess- to 
the resilient in ternaUatL 



AcGording jG a si xth asp^^ the invenlton, there is pt^ovided a metho d for ioa okaajng a firociuct 

in a producl aaofainisr, GOinprisin q the follGwiner step s: piacinq ihe produci in the product 

conlainar having at iesist one, e^^ s urface: insertinp the orodual c ontarner inlo a 

I^^O BdUg^ l^acte^ ^ shape? suitafciie^ for retainin g and substBnt:ia isaid 

Di'oducl containe ]\ said product p ackagino er^olosura having at (e ast one corre^s pon din g 
opDOs^ng maUriy:! surface: and enciacjing said at least one esKternal mating surfe^ce a nd sa^d at 
ne corf;^^^ matihci surface to Igck the p^roduct Gontainar jn poM^ion Wjfhin 

Praferabiy. the? externa l oiatir surface is a lab and s aid ipte r nai oa pox-ing rriatiriej surfece as a 
r eGess. and said step oF e nga ging said at least one e xtern ai matinQ suifaca and said at least 
one dormsDondina ODPOsing^ m surfaoe to lock the enGlo^uris^ iri pqs^iUo i nBertind 
said icib Jrfe said r ecess. 

PreraraQlv. the? lad is resilie nt, and said step of inserijna said p roduct contajner into said product 
packaainq e ridosura jn cjude^ deffeclinq s aid tab as the prdduct container is inser ted into th© 
product oaGkaciina encfosure a nd al lo wi ng said tab io spring back upon insertion into said 

.j^^-^id.. pro<.td^ c-i:_.R^ . 6:ncio^u-re. . iiicl udas d ef lecU ng said - . produoi aMqH ayj . e n c ;:iosiure....tp : j'j^-;i>^s. 

o\f^ said: tab- a s jhe- 0^:odu ct. c ojijajr]^ 

s ubstantial i y m sforinq said product pa ckacfin q enolosu re tb its intended shai^?e in order to enab le 
sa^d lap to ioGkSn piv enaage said recess. 

Preferably, the tab and said outer sleeve are resilienty and said step of Ins^rtinfl said: product 
CQntainer intG said orodyct packagJng enclosure incjudes deflecting said tab and deflecting said 
produci pacl^aginq eriGtosure as the product cohtainer Is inse^led into the p{-oduet packadind 
enoiQ^ure and allowrng said tab to spring back upon insertion in to said recess an d substantia jly 
restodnq said product pack apn^ engiosyre to its intended shai pe in order to enable said tab to 
fegkiagl^^ engage s^a^ 
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a tab . 



Prefembtv, l^b is resi fent. ^iH^ $BiA s^ep of iriSerUng said pioduot cofuainer mlo sa^d i^rodu^i.vt 
pacKaqlng enclosure include$ cie tSaotjng ^^id tab as tha pradMCt conlainer inff^er ted jnta the 
product packagin ai^ciasore and allowing s tab to sprinpj back uppii Insertion Jivtp said; 



Prefe re biy, the outer sleeve Is reslilent, and said step of inserting said product coniainer jnio 
said !;>roduot p aeka ainq enclosure Indud es deflectiriq s aid tab and deflectin g s^ai d p roduct 
paci\aqiri:q enciosyra bs the prodyct oontainer inserted into the product packagjna anclosurc? 
and ailowhici said tab to $prinq back upon insertion into said recess and subst antiatlv restoring 
said Oftjduc^t j:>aGfeaqi^ enclOGure lo lis uitended shape in order to enable said tab to {oclvirvgly 
enoatie said reeess. 

Preferaialv. Ihe tab and sa id outer sleeve a re resiii ent and said ste& of Inser lin d said product 
CQniaJner Into sa id jjiroduct; packaging endosure includes deflecting said ta b and d eflecHng said 
producl pack^din^ enclosure as the pj^pduct contai ner is ins erted inlo the product packaaing 
enclosure and alj ovv^inf::^ said tab to spring back ur>on ir^serl:ion intP said recess arid SLfbstaniially 
r estoring said preduct packaging enc l osure to its iritended s hape in order to e nable said tab ta 
loGkinalv en-Qaqe said reoess. 

According to a seventh aspect of the invention, there is pro^^ded a product paoka ginQ as sernbiy 
i G prevent r>rDduct piiferlnq v coinpHsing: a molded tray shaped to contaih a sp ecified product 
and hayinci at least one in dent ati o n dis posed aioha at leas t one edge to function as part of a 
iockinj:'^ rmchani^m; and a sl eeve re ta^nincj said n ioided t ra v havinc;j at least one eKlen ded tab 
disposed alonp an uiternal edge mallnqiv interiockinp with said at least or^e indention, wherein a 



)Di'tion of the sleeve pr 


ovjdes a b 


arrier pravei 


■uinq access t 


0 the exten 


ded ta 















Preferabjy. the maided tra y has at least one depressio n disposed aiong one end of the moid;ed 
tray to preve nt access to ttie contents while said molded tra y is iooked wi thin said sleeve. 
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Preferably, the mo lde d tray Ib compr ised of haives, ea ch of which incorporates at least one 
sbaped receiving cavity in ordjer to substantiaiiv surround Ihe specife Gpnten tS; when the halv es 
are tocietlier. 

Prer6rai;)iY. the external steeve; is formed b y a singie :piece of folded Qver itself and 

scoured althe exlarnal edge. 

having at lea$i ah e lab diseased aloncj edge to funGtion as part of a locfeinc} mechan feni; and 
a sjeeve retainin g said r notded tray ha vine? at least one corresponding indention di sposed atenq 
an i nternal edge of s aid sleeve matinglylntad oGking with said at l east one tab, wherein a pprlion 
of the outer sleeve provid es a barrier prevef uinq access to the indentation. 



Preferably, the molded tray has a p^lMraiily of shaped receivin g cavities 1q h old specific con tents^. 



preferably, the friolde 


d 


Iray has at least one depression disnosed aiona at jeast one end of the 


molded tray and at le 




t one depressiDn disposed aionq at least one end of the molded trav to 


i^^j -^^yeinl a cce.SK . j.o. 
shaped: recei vi nq ca vi 




jiUents while: safd niolded tray is locked within said sleeye; 

tray igs comprtsed of halves, each of vyhjch incorporates at ieest one 
in order to substantiatly surrQund tl re aDecific cQntentS: when the halves 


aj^e folded toaether, 
Pref e ra bi y , the extern 


\al 


sleeve is foniied by a sinqle niece of malaria! folded over and secured 


at tti e external _ed ge , 






Accordtna to a ninth e 




met of the fnventfen. there is provided a; Dackaqinq assemblv to prevent 


prQGUoi Dilferina corr^i 


ym 


sinq: an outer si eeve of taDered; shape confiqured so that the oDeninas 


of the sleeva are dilfer 
clamshell molded tray c 


mi sizes and Qontainino at least one notched yiternai edae; and: a 
onf iaured to fuily enclose a specific product and to be partiativ inserted 


within said outer ^iee\ 


it. 


said tray hayinq at ieast oris extended tab inatinoly efiqaqlnq with said 


at Jaa^t one notoiied 


int 


^rnai edae M said o^uter sleeye. wherein a oortioh of ttie outer sleeve 


provides; a barr: 


ter 


preyeniinci access to the notched internal edqe. 
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Preferably, the outer B leg?ve: is Go rriprisecl Of a sinqie p^ec ^g of rnaieriai folciecJ over aiid seoui ed 
at t he external edcie; 

A ccordinp to a tenth aspect of the inventjon, th^re is provided a Pfo^uc rpactocfe 
coffipter rientary i ociving mechanism, where i n the packa ge comprises: a pr odyct Gontainer having 
a f irsl. Qart of a cpn iplementary joGkinci m aQoanism and an outer sleeve CQ^nnprisinq a second 
part of a complementary iockinq mechanism such that the comp lementary jQcking mechanism 
preventi^ the product Gpntainer from ba^na slidabiy moyed within the Gufe^^^^ wharein a 

pdrljon of the outer sieeve pr ovides a tomer to preverit access to the comptementarv ioG kina 
rrifecha riisfii to prevent ta r nperlriq wilh the CQmplemenxan/ locking me ch anism . 

Preferabtv. the outer - sieex/e - is fo rmed fm m g...sin-qte..un.iif3rv:. blanK.-wheri^n Ah<g;-. smgte- unitary- 
hja a k comprises the secon d, 

Preferab[v> the firsl p ari of the CQmpiemantary i QcRino rnechanisrn is a recess, 
Preferabjy. tha fir st pari or the Gomplementarv [ocklnGf mechanism is a protrusion. 

J-M M^M^ iQ^^^^^'^g ^ recess, 

Prererahjy, the second pa rt of thB oompfemen taw i oeking rnechanisrn is a protrLision. 

f0004] The present invention fulflils the needs identified above by providing 
packaging Gomphsing a product container for protecting the prodLict from damage and 
attractively displaying the product, retained within an outer sleeve to prevent theft or 
tampering. The present invention inctude^ an interior prpdupt eontainar having a mating 
surface on the exterior of the product container and an outer sleeve having a corresponding 
oppbsing mating surface on the interior of the outer sleeve for locking the outer sleeve in 
position around the product container to prevent theft or tarnpering. 

[00051 in exemplary embodiments, the mating surfaces include panels, tate, ribs, 
catches, abutrn^nts, edge§, cqtpyts, apertures, and like elements, integral to or attached to 
either a card or tray, configured to connect with similar complimantary etements associated 
with an outer sleeve, and referred to herein a$ th^ mating surfaces. 
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[0006] An embpdirnent of the present invention comprises a tray with an engaging 
tab and a sleeve Vi/ith a tray receiving area. At leagt one pre^formed tray, cdnfsgured with a 
receiving cavity to receive and hold at ieast one portable item, may be locked into the tray 
receiving area.: An outer sleeve Gpnfigured to receive the tray into a tray receiving sirea has 
disposed along it a locking edge configured to engage a tab at a locking position. A tray may be 
fully or partiaiiy Inserted within ti'iB void defined by the outer sIsevB, 

[0007] Another ernbodiment compri3es a tray with a recess to receive a locking tab 
and a sleeve with a locking tab. This tray has disposed along an edge an indention to receive a 
locking tab. The outer sleeve defines a void configured to receive the tray, and has a loGking 
tab to engage the indention in the tray, 

[0008] Other embodiments of the present invention indude improved Gomponents, 
such as a monojithicaUy fabricated tray. Here, a tray may be fabricated from any forming 
techniqui9 or proGess known to those sktiled in the art, inGluding but not limited to 
thermoforniJng, vacuum forming, and injection molding. The tray compfises at least one 
recessed cavity configured to receive and hold a product. The tray may also be formed by two 
hinged halves to fully enclose the product 

[0009] In praGtipe, the enhbodiments of the pre^sesnt inventiQn are Gonfigured to resist 
access to an Item by securing the item In a locking package. A method for resisting access to 
an item secured in an ambodiment of the present invention comprises the fo! lowing steps, 
presented in the foliowing order for the purposes of teaching and not limitation. Provide a tray 
container with a means for engagemenL Provide an outer sleeve with open ends to form an 
accessibie void, and opposing mating surfaces to interlockingty secure th^ tray. Align the tray 
With the open end and orientate the corresponding opposing mating surfaces. Insert the card 
futty into the void to cause the corresponding opposing mating surfaces to couple or connect 
The tray may also have depressions that may be folded and oriented to fill the end of the void 
and prevent access to the product. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A produGt package, cpmprising: 

a product contatner having an externai mating surfaoe; and 

an outer sleeve retaining said product container, said outer sleeve also including 
an internal opposing mating surfaee engaging said external mating surface of said 
product container, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing 
access to the {nternai opposing mating surface, 

2. A producl: package as claimed in c! aim 1, wherein said external mating surface is 
a tab and said internal opposing mating surface is a recess. 

3. A product package as ciaimed in claim 2, wherein said tat> is resilient. 

4. A product package as claimed in claim 2 wherein said outer sleeve is resilient. 

5. A product package as claimed in claim 2, wherein said tab and said outer sleeve 
are resilient. 

6. A product package as ciaimed in claim 1, wherein said external mating surface is 
a recess and said internal opposing mating surface is a tab. 

7. A product package as claimed in claim 6, wherein said tab is resilient, 

8. A product package as ciaimed in claim 6, wherein said outer siaeve is resilient, 

9. A product package as clairried in claim 6, wherein said tab and said outer sleeve 
are resilient. 

10. A product package , comprising: 

a product container having at least one external tab; and 



15 



a rasilienf outer sleeve retaining and substantiaJty enclosing said procfuct 
container, said resiiient outer sleeve further including at least one corresponding tab 
receiving recess matingiy engaging said at least one external tab, wherein a portion of 
the resiiient outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to the tab receivina 
recess. 

11. A product package as clairned fn claim 10, wherein said tab is resilient, 

12. A product package, comprising: 

a product container having at feast one resitient external tab; and 

an outer sleeve retaining and substantially enclDsing said product container, said 
outer sleeve further including at least one corresponding tab receiving recess matingiy 
engaging said at least one external tab, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a 
barrier preventing access to the tab receiving recess^ 

13. A product package as claimed in claim 12 wherein said outer sleeve is resiiient. 

14. A product package, comprising; 

a product container having at least one resilient external ta;b; and 

an outer sleeve having at least one opening configured to enable said outer 
sieeve to slide over said product container to retain and substantiaJly enclose said 
product container and having at least one corresponding internal recess matingiy 
engaged with said at least one resilient external tab, wherein a portion of the outer 
sjeeve provides a barrier preventing access to the internal recess. 

15. A product package as claimed in claim 12 wherein said outer sleeve is resiiient. 

16. A product package, comprising: 

a product container having at least one recess in its outer surface; and 
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an outer sfeeve having at least one opening oonfigured to enable said outer 
sleeve to slide over said produGt container to retain and substantially enclose said 
product container and having at [east one eorresponding resilient interna! tab matingly 
engaged wfth said at least one recess in the outer surface of said product Gontainer, 
wherein a por tion of the outer siaeve provides a barrier preventing access to the 
resil ie n t i n ternal tab . 

17. A product package as claimed in claim 1 6 wherein said outer sleeve is resilient, 

18. A method for packaging a product tn a product container, comprising the 
following steps: 

placing the produot in the product Gontainer having at least one external matEng 
surface; 

inserting the product container into a product packaging enclosure of a shape 
suitable for retaining and substantially enclosing said product container, said product 
packaging enclosure having at least one corresponding opposing mating surface; and 

engaging said at least one external mating surfaee and said at least one 
corresponding opposing mating surface to lock the product CGntainer in position within 
said product packaging enclosure, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve orovides a 
barrier preventing access to the opposing mating surface. 

19. A method for packaging a product as clainied in claim 18, wherein said external 
mating surface is a tab and said internaf opposing mating surface is a recess, and said 
step of engaging said at least one external mating surface and said at least one 
coiresponding opposing mating surface to lock the enctosure in position includes 
inserting said tab into said recess, 

20. A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 19, wherein said tab is 
resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product packaging 
enclosure includes deffecting said tab as the product container is inserted into the 
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product paGkaging enGlosure and atlovying said tab to spring back upon insertion into 
said recess , 

21 . A method fbr packaging a produGt as claimed in cSaim 19 wherein said outer 
sleeve is resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product 
packaging ehdosure jncjudss defieciing said product packaging enclosure to pass over 
said tab as the product container is inserted into the product packaging enclosure and 
substantiaHy restoring said product packaging enctosure to its intended shape in order 
to enable said tab to iockingly engage said recess. 

22. A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 19, wherein said tab and 
said outer sleeve are resiiient, and said step of inserting said prodtfct Cdnfainer into said 
product packaging enclosure inoiudes deflecting said tab and deflectihg said product 
packaging enclosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging 
enctosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and 
substantiatly restoring said product packaging enclosure tp its interided shape in order 
to enable said tab to locklngly engage said recess, 

23. A method for packaging a product claimed in eiaim 18, wherein said e>cternal 
mating surface is a recess and said internal opposing mating surface is a tab, 

24. A method for packaging a product as claimed in ciairn 23, wherein said tab is 
resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product packaging 
enclosure includes deflecting said tab as the product container is inserted into the 
product packaging enclosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into 
said recess. 

25. A method for packaging a prdduct as claimed in claim 23. v^herein said outer 
sleeve Is resilient, and said step of inserting said produ<it container into said product 
packaging enclosure incfudes deflecting said tab and deflecting said product packaging 
encfosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging enclosure and 
allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and substantially 
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restoring said prGduct packaging enclosure to its intended shape in order to anabie said 
tab to loGkingiy engage said recess . 

26, A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 23, wherein said tab and 
safd outer sleeve are resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said 
produet packaging enclosure incfiides dBfieciing said tab and defiecting said produci 
packaging enclosure as the produet Gontainer is inserted into the product packaging 
enclosure and alfowing said tab to spring back upon insertion Into said recess and 
substantially restoring said product packaging encfosure to its intended shape fn order 
to enabie said tab to lockingiy engage said recess, 

27; A product packaging assembly tq prevent product pilfering, comprismg: 

a molded tray shaped to eontain a specified product and having at least one 
indentation disposed along at ieast one edge to function as part of a locking 
mechanism; and 

a sleeve retaining said molded tray having at least one extended tab disposed 
along an internal edge matingty intedocking with said at least one indention, wherein a 
portion of the sleeve provides a barrier preven tin g access to the extended tab, 

28. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 wherein said molded tray has at least one 
depression disposed along one end of the molded tray to prevent access to the 
contents while said molded tray is locked within said sleeve. 

29. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 wherein said moided tray is cornprised of 
halves, each of which incorporates at least one shaped receiving cavity in order to 
substantiaiiy surround the specifiG contents when the halves are folded together. 

30. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 wherein said external sleeve is forrned by a 
single piece of material folded over itself and secured at the externa! edge. 



31 . A packaging assembly to prevent product pilfering comprising: 
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a molded tray shaped to contain a speeifiecl product and having at feast one tab 
disposed along an edg^ to function as part of a locking mechanism; and 

a sleeve retaining said molded tray having at least one corresponding indention 
disposed along an internaf edge of said sleeve matingly interlocking with said at least 
one tab, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to 
the indentation. 

32. The assembly as claimed In claim 31 wherein said niolded tray has a plurafity of 
shaped receiving cavities to hold specific contents. 

33. The assernbfy as claimed in claim 31 wherein said molded tray has at least one 
depression disposed along at feast one end of the molded tray and at least one 
depression disposed along at t east one end of the molded tray to prevent access to the 
contents while said molded tray is locked within said sieeve. 

34. The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said molded tray is comprised of 
halves, each of which incorporates at least one shaped receiving cavity in order to 
substantiafly surround the specific contents when the halves are folded together, 

35. The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said external sleeve is formed by a 
singte piece of material foided over and secured at the external edge, 

36. A packaging assembly to prevent product pilfering comprising: 

an outer sleeve of tapered shape configured so that the openings of the sleeve 
are different sizes and containing al least one notched internal edge; and 

a ciamshejt niolded tray configured to fully enclose a specific product and to be 
partiatiy inserted within said outer sleeve, said tray having at least one extended tab 
matingly engaging with said at least one notched internal edge of said outer sieeve, 
wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barner preventing access to the 
notched internal edge. 
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37. The assembly as claimed in claim 36 wherein said outer sleeve is comprised of a 
single piece of materia! folded over and secured at the external edge. 

38. A product package c omprisin g a oomplementarv (ocking mechanism, wherein the 
package Gomprises a product container having a first p art of a cQmpiementarv locking 
mechanism and an outer sleeve comprising a seconu part of a CQmoternentarv {ocking 
mechanism such that the CQmpiementarv locking mechanism: prevents the product 
container from being sridat){v moved within the outer sleeve wherein a p orti on of the 
outer sleeve provides a barrier to prevent acces s to the CQmpiem ent arv iQckinq 
mechanism to prevent tampering with the CQmpiementarv locking mechanism. 

39. A product package according to claim 3:8 wherein the outer sleeve is forhied from 
a single unitary blank wherein the single unitary blank comprises the second. 

4Q, A product package according to either of cl ai ms 38 or 39 wher e the first part of 

1-11111 iiinftn.iniiliifii ^i i i i ^i h iii fci '> i n i n i Tiiin nn i mi' i iifc' n i- t r » TTl fcir '"^nfr^T-i 1 1 — r^ nn n if |- > nrini^ririr^r i[ r^nn'>T^nfMn~itT i n^'>T'> i n i firin^T^nniri ^nrT-rVT-TV — r-ir-n-n-|-r-n — i m— i — ' n— >a—i ^^^^ w ^wi* ^^^a l^ ^.^j^^^^^^'ifc^^^fc^^'i^^P^M^^^^^M^— .^^^i 

the CQmpiementarv locking mechanism is a recess, 

41 > A product package according to either of claims 38 or 39 where the first part of 
the CQmpiementarv locking mechanism is a protrusion. 

42, A product package according to either of claims 38 or 39 where the se cond part 
of the co m plementary iockinq mechanism is a recess. 

43. A product p ackage accordin g to either of claims 38 or 39 where the second part 
of the com plernentary locki ng mechanism is a protrusion. 
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A PACKAGE WITH PILFER PROOF ASSEMBLY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] This appiication claims priority to co-pendrng U.S. Provisional application 
60/528,043, filed on December 8, 2003, The entire disGlosure of that prior filed application is 
hereby incQrpQrat^d by referenGe. 

FIELP OF THE INVENTION 

{0002] The present invention relates generally to the field of product packaging, and 
In particufar to product containers having an internal locking mechanism and pilfer proof 
a$sembty. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Product packaging serves a number of important functions, inciudmg: 
protecting the packaged product from damage, attraettvaiy displaying the packaged product, 
preventing theft or tampering, and providing the purehasing consumer easy post-purchase 
aqces^- fn addition, it desirable for a package to be as inexpehsive as possible to 
manufacture- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Aceprding to a first aspect of the invention there is provided, a product paGkage^ CQmprising; a 
product container having an external mating surface; and an outer sleeve retaining said product 
container, said outer sleeve also including an internal opposing mating surface e^^ said 
external rriating surface of s^id product container, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides 
a barrier preventing access to the internat opposing mating surface. 

Preferably, the external mating sufface is a tab and said internal opposing mating surface is a 
recess. 
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Preferably, the external rhating surface Es a recess and said internaf opposing rnating surface is 
a tab. 

Preferably, the tab is resilient. 

Preferably, the out^r sleeve is resilient. 

Preferably, the tab and said outer sleeve are resilient, 

AcGording to a second aspect of the inventian, there is provided a product package, comprisirtg: 
a product container having at least one externa! tab; and a resilient outer sleeve retaining and 
substantially encfosinsi said product cohtainer, said resilient outer sleeve further including at 
least one corresponding tab receiving recess rnatingly engaging said at least one external tab, 
wherein a portion of the resilient outer sleeve provider ^ barrier preventing access to the tab 
receiving recess- 

According to a third aspect of the invention, there is provided a product package, compristng: a 
product container haying at least one resiiient external tab; and an outer sleeve retaining and 
substantially enclosing said product container, said outer sleeve fiirther includirig at least one 
corresponding tab repeiving recess rnatingly engaging said at feast one externat tab, wherein a 
portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to the tab receiving recess. 

According to a fburth aspect of the invention, there is provided a product package, compnstng; a 
product container having at (east one resifient externa! tab; and an outer sleevei having at least 
one opening configured to enable said outer sleeve to slide over said product container to retain 
and substantiaiiy enQlose said product container and having at least one corresponding internal 
recess rnatingly engaged with said at leasit one resiJient external tab, wherein a portion of the 
outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to the Internal recess. 

According to a fifth aspect of the invention there is provided, a produot paGkage, compfising: a 
product container having at least one recess in its outer surface; and an outer sleeve having at 
least one opening configured to enable said outer sleeve to slide over said product container to 
retain and substantially enclose said product container and having at least one CQrrespondlng 
resilient rnterhaf tab rnatingly engaged with said at least one recess in the outer surface of said 
product container, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to 
the resilient internal tab. 
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AccorcJing to a sixth aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for packaging a product 
in a product container, comprising the following steps: pJaeing the product in the product 
container having at least one externat matmg surface; inserting the product container into a 
product packaging enclosure of a shape suitabie for retaining and substantialty enGlosIng said 
product container, said produpt packaging enciosure having at least one corrosppnding 
opposing mating surface; and engaging said at least one externat mating surface and said at 
least one corresponding opposing mating surface to lock the product container in position within 
said product packaging enciosure, wiierein a portion of the outer sfeeve provides a barrier 
preventing access to the opposing mating surface. 

Preferably, the external mating surface m a tab and said internal opposing mating surface is a 
recess, and said step of engaging said at least one external mating surface and said at fea$t 
one corresponding opposing mating surface to lock the enclosure in positron includes inserting 
said tab( into said recess. 

Preferably, the tab is resilient, and said step of inserting said product container Into said product 
packaging enclosMre rnctudes deflecting said tab as the product container is inserted into the 
product packaging encfosyre and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said 
recess . 

Preferabiy, the outer sleeve is resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into 
said product packaging enclosure includes deflecting said product packaging enciosuro to pass 
over said tab as the product opntatner is inserted into the product packaging enclosure and 
substantially restoring said product packaging enclosure to its intended shape in order to enabte 
said tab to lockingly engage said recess. 

Preferably, the tab and said outer sleeve are resilient, and said step of inserting said product 
container into said product packaging enclosure includes deflecting said tab and deflecting said 
product papkaging enclpsiure as the product epntainer is inserted into the product packaging 
enelosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and substantiajly 
restoring said product packaging enclosure to it;s intended shape in order to enable said tab to 
lockingly engage said recess. 
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Preferabiy^ the external mstting surfaca is a recess and said internal opposing mating surface is 
a tab. 

Preferabiy^ tab is resilient* arid said step of inserting said product container into said product 
packaging encfQ^^ure inGlLides deflecting said tab as the product contamar m inserted snto the 
produet packaging enGiosure and aliowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said 
recess. 

Preferably, the outer sleeve is resilient, and said step of inserting said prGduGt. container into 
said produGt packaging enclosure inctudes deflecting said tab and deflecting said product 
packaging enctosure as the product cqntainer is inserted into the product packaging enGlpsure 
and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and substantially restoring 
said product packaging endosure to it$ Intended shape in order to enable said tab to Ipckingly 
engage said recess. 

Preferabiy, the tab and said outer sleeve are resilient* and said step of inserting said product 
container into said product packaging enclosure includes deflecting said tab and defieGting said 
product packaging enclosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging 
encldsure and ajlowlng said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and substantially 
restoring said product packaging enclosure to Its intended shape in order to enable said tab to 
lockingly engage said Fecess, 

According to a seventh aspect of the invention, there is prpvided a product papkagjng assembty 
to prevent product piffering, compdsihg: a molded tray shaped to contain a specified product 
and having at least one indentation disposed along at least one edge to function as part of a 
locking mechanism; and a sjeeve retaining said molded tray haying at least one extended tab 
disposed along an internal edge mattngly interiocklng with said at least one indention, wherein a 
portion of the $!eeve pro v Ides a barrier preventing access to the extended t^b. 

Preferably, the mokied tray has at least one depression disposed along one end of the molded 
tray to prevent access to the contents while said molded tray is locked within said sleeve. 
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Preferably, the molded tray ts comprised of haives, each of which incorpGrates at ieast one 
shaped receiving cavity in order to substantially surround the spegific contents when the halves 
are folded tpgether, 

Preferabiy, the externial sleeve is formed by a single piece: of material folded over itself and 
secured at the external edge. 

Accordingly to an eighth aspect of the invention, there is provided a packaging assernbfy to 
prevent product piffering eomprising: a molded tray shaped to contain a specified product and 
having at least one tab disposed along an edge to functton as part of a focking mechanism; and 
a sleeve retaining said moided tray having at least one corresponding indention disposed along 
an internal edge of said sleeve matingjy interlocking with said at feast on^ tab^ wherein a portion 
of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to the indentation. 

Preferalbily, the molded tray has a pluraiity of shaped receiving cavities to hold specific contents, 

Preferabiy, the molded tray has at least one depression disposed along at least one end of the 
motdad tray and at least one depression disposed along at least one end of the molded tray to 
prevent access to the conients while $aid rnplded tray is locked wfthin said ^ieeye. 

Preferably,: the molded tray is compnsed of haives, each of which incorporates at least one 
shaped receiving cavity in order to substantSalfy surround the specific contents when the halves 
are folded togethen 

Preferably, the external sleeve is formed by a single piece of materia! folded over and secured 
at the external edge. 

According to a ninth aspect of the invention, there is provided a packaging assembly to prevent 
product piffering cornprising: an outer sleeve of tapered shape configured so that the openings 
of the sieeye are different sizes and containing at least one notched internal edge; and a 
clamshefl molded tray cQnfigured to fully encjose a specific product and to be partially inserted 
withlh said outer sieeve, said tray having at least one extended tab matingly engaging with said 
at ieast one notched internat edge of said outer sleeve, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve 
provides a barrier preventing access to the notched internal edge. 
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Preferably,: the outer sleeve is comprised of a single piece of material foided over and secured 
at the externa! edge. 

Aqcording to a tenth; aspect of tfie invention, there ts provided a product package comprising a 
oompl^mentary iocking mechanism, wherein the package comprises a product container having 
a first part of a complementary iocking mechanism and an outer sleeve Gomprising a second 
part of a complementary locking mechanism such that the compJemehtary locking mechanism 
prevents the prdduct container from being slidably moved within the outer sleeve wherein a 
portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier to prevent access to the complenientary loeking 
mechanism to prevent taniperiog with the compfement^ locking meGhanism. 

Preferably, the outer sfeeve is formed from a singie unitary blank wherein the single unitary 
blank comprises the second. 

Preferably, the first part of the complementary locking mechanisni is a recess. 

Preferably, the first part of the complementary locking mechanism is a protrusion. 

Preferabfy, the second part of the complementary locking mechanism is a recess. 

Preferably, the second part of the complementary iocking mechanism is a protrusion. 

f0004] The present invention fulfills the needs identified above by providing 
papkagihg comprising a product pontainer for proteqting the product from damage and 
attractively displaying the prodUot, retained within an outer sleeve to prevent theft or 
tampering. The present invention includes an interior product container having a mating 
surface on the exterior of the product container and an outer sleeve having a corresponding 
opposing mating surface on the interior of the outer sleeve for tocking the outer sleeve in 
position around the product container to prevent theft or tampering. 

[0005] In exemplary embodiments, the mating surfaces include panels, tal^s, ribs, 
catches, abutments, edges, cutoMts, apertures, and like eiements, integral to or attached to 
either a card or tray, configured to connect with similar complimentary elements associated 
with an outer sieeve, and referred to herein as the mating sutfaGes> 
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[0006] An embodiment of the pr^i^ent invention cQmprises a tray with an engaging 
tab and a sleeve with a tray receiving area. At ieast one pre-formed tray, conflgured with a 
receiving cavity to reoeive and hold at least one portable item, may be lodged Into the tray 
receiving area. Aji outer sleeve configured to receive the tray into a tray receiving area has 
disposed along It a loeking edge configured to engage a tab at a locking position. A tray may be 
fuHy or partial ly inserted within the void defined by the outer sleeve, 

£0007} Another embodiment comprises a tray with a recess to receive a locking tab 
and a sleeve with a locking tab. This tray has disposed along an edge an indention to reeeive a 
looking tab. The outer sieeve defines a void configured to receive the tray, and has ^ loeking 
tab to engage the indention in the tray. 

[dOOS] Other embodiments of the present invention include improved components, 
such as a monofithicafly fabricated tray. Here, a tray may be fabricated from any forming 
technique or process known to those skilled in the art, including but not timited to 
therrrioforrning, vacuum forming, and injection mpiding. The tray comprises at least one 
recessed cavity configured to receive and hoid a product. The tray may also be formed by t\VQ 
hinged halves to fully enclose the product, 

iQ0£t9} In praotjce, the embpdinients of the present invention are configured to resist 
access to an item by securing the item in a locking paekage. A method for resisting access to 
an item secured in an embodiment of the present invention eomprises the foSlov^^ing steps, 
presehted in the following order for the purposes of teaching and not (imitation. Provide a tray 
container with a means for engagement. Provide an outer sleeve with open ^nds to forrn ah 
aecessibie vpid, and opposing mating surfaces to interlockingly secure the tray. Align the tray 
with the open end and orientate the corresponding opposiog mating surfaces. Insert the card 
fully into the void to cause the corresponding opposing mating surfaces to couple or connect. 
The tray may also have depressions that may be folded and oriented to filf the end of the void 
and prevent access to the product. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A product package , comprising : 

a product container having an external mating surface; and 

an outer sleeve retaining said product Gontamer, said outer sleeve also including 
an internaf opposing mating surface engaging said external mating surface of said 
product container, vvherein a portion of the outer sfeeve provides a harrier preventing 
access to the internaf opposing mating surface, 

2. A product package as cialmed in ciaim % wherein said external mating surface is 
a tab and said internal opposing mating surface is a recess, 

3. A product package as claimed in daim 2, wherein said tab is resifient. 

4. A product package as ciaimed in claim 2 wherein said outer sleeve is resilient, 

5. A product package as ciaimed in claim 2, wherein said tab and said outer sleeve 
are resilient 

6. A product package as ciaimed in ciatm 1 , wherein said external mating surface is 
a recess and said internal opposi rig mating surface is a tab. 

7. A product package as claimed in claim 6, wherein said tab is resilient 

8: A product package as claimed in claim 6, wherein said outer sleeve is resilient. 

9. A product package as ciaimed in claim 6, wherein said tab and said outer sleeve 
are resilient 

10. A product package, comprising: 

a product container having at least one external fab; and 



15 



a resiltent outer sfeeve retaining and substantially encfosing said product 
container, said resitjent outer sleeve further incfuding at least one Gorresponding tab 
reeelving recess fnatingiy engaging said at least one externa) tab, wherein a portion of 
the resilient outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to the tab reGerving 
reeess, 

11 , A product package as clairhed in eJaim 10, wherein said tab is resilient. 

12. A product package, compiising: 

a product container having at feast one resilient externa! tab; and 

an outer sleeve retaining and substantialiy enclGsing said product container, said 
outer sleeve further inqiuding at least one corresponding tab receiving recess matingly 
engaging said at least one externat tab, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a 
barrier preventing access to the tab recerving recess. 

13, A product package as claimed in cfaim 12 wherein said outer sleeve is resilient. 

14, A product package, oor^iprising: 

a product container having at least one resilient external tab; and 

an outer sleeve having at least one opening configured to enable said outer 
sleeve to slWe over said product container to retain and substantially enclose said 
produiGt container and having at feast one C€jrrespondlng interna) recess matlngly 
engaged with said at feast one resilient external tab, wherein a portion of the outer 
sleeve prpvides a barrier preventing access to the internal recess. 

15. A product package as oiaimed in claim; 12 wherein said outer sleeve ts resilient 

16. A product package, comprising: 

a product coritainer having at least one reGess in its outer surface; and 
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an outer sleeve having at (east one opening configured to enable said outer 
sleeve to slide over said prodyct coritainer to retain and substantialiy enclose said 
pfoduct containeF and having at least one oorresponding resHient internat tab matingly 
engaged with said at least one recess in the outer surface of said product contatner, 
wherem a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barHer preyenting access to the 
remittent inte;rnai tab^ 

17. A product package as ciairned in ciairn 16 wherein said outer sleeve is resilient, 

18. A method for packagtng a product in a product container, comprising the 
following steps: 

placing the product in the product container having at least one external mating 
surface; 

inserting the product contamer into a product paci^aging enclosure of a shape 
suitable for retaining and substantially enclosing said product container, said product 
packaging enclosure having at least one corresponding opposing mating surface; and 

engaging said at ieast one eKternat mating surface and said at ieast one 
corresponding opposing mating surface to lock the product container in position within 
said product packaging encjosure, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a 
barrier preventing access to the opposing mating surface. 

19. A method for packaging a product as claimed in ciaim 18, wherein said axternal 
mating surface is a tab and said interna! opposing mating surface is a recess, and said 
step of engaging said at least one external mating surface and said at least one 
Gon^espqnding opposing mating surface to tock the enctosure in position includes 
inserting said tab; into said recess. 

20. A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 19, wherein said tab is 
resilient, and sard step of inserting said product container into said product packaging 
enclosure includes deflecting said tab as the product container is inserted into the 
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product packaging enclosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into 
said recess , 

21. A method for packaging a product as daimed in cfaim 19 wherein said outer 
sleeve Ss resiiient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product 
packaging enclosure inciudes deflecting said product packaging enctosure to pass over 
said tab as the product container Is Inserted into the product packaging encjosure and 
substantially restoring said product packaging enclosure to itsi intended shape in order 
to enable said tab to lockingly engage said recess. 

22. A method for packaging a product as Gfaimed in claim 19, wherein said tab and 
;$ald outer sleeve are resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said 
product packaging enclosure inciudes deftecting said tab and deflecting said product 
padcaging enclosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging 
enciosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and 
substantially restoring said product packaging enclosure to its intended shape in order 
to enable said tab to loekingiy engage said recess, 

23. A method for packaging a product claimed in claim 18, wherein said externa! 
mating surface is a recess and said internal opposing mating surface is a tab. 

24. A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 23, wherein said tab is 
resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product packaging 
enclosure includes deflecting said tab as the product container is inserted into the 
product packaging enclosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into 
said recesis, 

25. A method for packaging a product as claimed in claim 23, wherein said outer 
sleeve is resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said product 
packaging enciosure includes deflecting said tab and defiecting said product packaging 
enclosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging encfdsure and 
allowing said tab to spring back upon insertion into said recess and substantially 
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restoring said product packaging enGlosure to its intended shape in order to enable said 
tab to toeklngly engage said recess , 

26. A method for packaging a product as clairned in claim 23, wherein said tab and 
said outer sleeve are resilient, and said step of inserting said product container into said 
product packaging enciosure includes deflecting said tab and deflecting said product 
packaging enclosure as the product container is inserted into the product packaging 
enclosure and allowing said tab to spring back upon insertfon into said recess and 
substantially restoring said product packaging enclosure to its intended shap^ in order 
to enable said tab to lockingly engage said recess. 

27. A product packaging assembly to prevent product pilfering , eornprising: 

a molded tray shaped to contain a specified product and having at least one 
Indentation disposed along at least orie edge to function as part of a fockingi 
mechanism; and 

a steeve retaining said rnoided tray having at least one extended tab disposed 
afong an internal edge matingty interlocking v^ith said at least one Indention, wherein a 
portion of the steeve provides a barrier preventing access to the extended tab. 

28. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 wherein said molded tray has at least one 
depression disposed aiong one end of the molded tray to prevent access to the 
contents while said molded tray is locked within said sleeve. 

29. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 wherein said molded tray is comprised of 
halves, each of which incGrporates at least one shaped receiving cavity in order to 
substantially surround the specific contents when the halves are folded together, 

30. The assembly as claimed in claim 27 Vv'herein said external sleeve is formed by a 
single piece of material folded over itself and secured at the external edge. 



31 , A packaging assenibiy to prevent product pilfering comprising: 
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a molded tray shaped to contain a specified produGt and having at least one tab 
disposed along an edge to function as part of a lOGking meohanlsrn; and 

a sleeve retaining said moldecj tray having at least one corresponding indention 
disposed along an internal edge of said sleeve matingly interlGcKing with said at feast 
one tab, wherein a portion of the outer sleeve provides a barrier preventing access to 
the indentation. 

32, The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said molded tray has a plurality of 
shaped receiving cavities to hold specific contents. 

33, The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said molded tray has at least one 
depression disposed along at least one end of the molded tray and at least one 
depression disposed along at least one end of the molded tray to prevent accesB to the 
contents while said molded tray is locked within said sleeve. 

34, The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said molded tray is comprised of 
halves, each of which Incorporates at least one shaped receiving cavity in order to 
substantially surround the specific contents when the halves are folded together, 

35, The assembly as claimed in claim 31 wherein said external sleeve is formed by a 
single piece of material folded over and secured at the externa i edge, 

36, A packaging assembly to prevent product pilfering comprising: 

an outer sleeve of tapered shape configured so that the openings of the steeve 
are different sizes and containing at least one notched internal edge; and 

a clamshet! molded tray configured to fully enclose a specific product and to be 
partially inserted wthin said outer sleeve, said tray having at feast one extended tab 
matingfy engaging with said at least one notched internal edge of said outer sleeve, 
wherein a portiorl of the outer steeve provides a barrier preventing access to the 
notched internal edge. 
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37. The assembly as ciaimed in ctaim 36 wherein said outer sleeve is comprised of a 
single piece of materia! folded over arid secured at the external edge. 

38. A product package Gomprising a compiementary locking mechanism, wherein the 
package comprises a product container having a first part of a Gomplementary tocking 
mechanism and an outer sleeve compristng a second part of a complementary focking 
meGhanIsm such that the complementary locking mechanism prevents the product 
container from being slidably moved within the outer sleeve wherein a portion of the 
puter sleeve provides a barrier to prevent access to the Gomplementary locking 
mechanism to prevent tampering with the compiementary locking mechanism. 

39. A product package according to claim 38 wherein the outer sfeeve is formed from 
a single unitary blank wherein the single unitary blank comprises the second, 

40. A product package according to either of eiaims 38 or 39 where the first part of 
the qomplemeritary locking mechanisni is a recess. 

41 . A product package according to either of cfaims 38 or 39 where the first part of 
the Gomplemehtary locking meohahism Is a protrusion. 

42. A product package accdrding to either of claims 38 or 39 where the second part 
of the complementary locking mechanism is a recess. 

43. A product package according to either of claims 38 or 39 where the second part 
of the aomplementary focking mechanism is a protrusion. 
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